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Summary and Findings: Broadband Internet adoption and use increased markedly over the last decade, with rates of
adoption varying for rural households. My study examines the changes and use of broadband Internet in rural and
minority households. I use descriptive statistics and multinomial logistic regressions of survey data in my analysis. The
Internet is used for information, education, job hunting, and other activities. The use of the Internet, however, varies
across households, with poorer households less likely to use the Internet. In this research I analyze the causal
relationships between use and nonuse and infer what this may mean for various households. While economic benefits
exist from the use of the Internet, cost remains a major factor in the use of the Internet for poorer households. Cost,
however, is not the only factor, but initial knowledge of the Internet and other factors also play a role.

Implications for Policy and Practice: Some programs in schools and libraries help mitigate the cost disadvantage of
Internet use for rural and minority households. Recent proposed changes in the Universal Service program by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and other policy proposals may help reduce the cost barriers. The changes
are under court review with likely further review by the FCC. The five-year farm bill includes support for rural broadband
infrastructure development as well as distance education, telemedicine, outreach programs to increase the acceptance
of Internet in households, and other programs. The existing farm bill was temporarily extended while the full five-year
bill continues to be debated.
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