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Our Mission





“Manifest Destiny”
(John Gast, 1872)



General Allotment Act of 1887

• The “Dawes” Act
– February 12, 1887

– Broad application– specific acts for specific tribes

• Communal to Individual

• Continued land losses

• Introduces “Trust”



“In my judgment the time has arrived when we 
should definitely make up our minds to 
recognize the Indian as an individual and not 
as a member of a tribe. The General 
Allotment Act is a mighty pulverizing engine 
to break up the tribal mass. It acts directly 
upon the family and the individual.”

President Theodore Roosevelt, 1901

















Adminstrative Costs associated with 

Gitchikwe Allotment
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Flexible Tools for
Indian Land Owners

• Power of Attorney

• Association

• Cooperative

• Trust

16

• Tribal Charter Corporation

• Federal Charter Corporation

• Modified Section 17 Charter

• Other

Less Complex More Complex



Control of an Allotment

• 90 percent of the ownership, if there are five or 
fewer owners

• 80 percent of the ownership, if there are 
between six and ten owners

• 60 percent of the ownership, if there are 
between eleven and nineteen owners

• A simple majority (more than 50 percent of the 
ownership), if there are twenty or more owners
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