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Phase 1 – “Develop Threshold Methodology”
Regional Analysis 



Social Vulnerability Index (SVI)



SVI Heir Property Variables*

Poverty 

Per Capita Income 

No High School Diploma

Minority Status (non-white)

*See e.g., B.J. Deaton, A Review and Assessment of Heir’s Property Issues in the United States. XL VI 
Journal of Economic Issues, 615 (Sept. 2012); 

Thomas W. Mitchell, Destabilizing the Normalization of Rural Black Land Loss: A Critical Role for 
Legal Empiricism, 2005 Wis. L. Rev. 557 (2005).







Phase 3 – “Identify Likely Heir Properties”
County- Level Analysis 





Tax Parcel Data
• Owner/Tax payer 

name
• Mailing Address
• Property Address
• Land Value
• Land Information
• Improvement 

Information
• Acreage
• Sale/Conveyance 

Information

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Standard information contained on a tax parcel card includes owner/tax payer name,
mailing address, property address, land value, land information, improvement
information, acreage, and sale/conveyance information. For Round One analysis, certain
of these indicators are used to determine if a property might be considered heir property.
These indicators include: mailing address being different than property address; low
value of land; lack of recent sale/conveyance information, and lack of or dated
improvement information. Round One data collectors were requested to be inclusive in
their screening efforts, i.e., to err on the side of including a parcel as being potential heir
property if the indicator analysis was ambiguous. 



CAMA Data
Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal Data – most jurisdictions use fully 
automated mass appraisal processes to develop property tax assessments.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the most basic level, a real estate appraisal is an estimate of the market value of a parcel of real property.  Preparing an appraisal requires market research and the assembly and analysis of information about the property, with its accuracy often depending upon the knowledge and experience of the appraiser.  Appraising individual parcels is obviously an expensive and time-intensive process.  For this reason, when developing a property tax system for an entire community usually involves appraising tens of thousands of parcels, efforts to use mass appraisal methodologies and standardized procedures in order to value multiple parcels have grown over the past 30-40 years, especially as computer processing capacity has increased.  Indeed, most jurisdictions use fully automated mass appraisal processes to develop property tax assessments.   
The Appraisal Standards Board defines mass appraisal as “the process of valuing a universe of properties as of a given date using standard methodology, employing common data, and allowing for statistical testing.”  The data used in the mass evaluation process is generally referred to as “computer assisted mass appraisal” (CAMA) data. Riël Franzen and William J. McCluskey, Ch. 2. Value-Based Approaches to Property Evaluation 59 in William J. McCluskey, Gary C. Cornia, & Lawrence C. Walters, A Primer on Property Tax:  Administration and Policy (2013 Wiley-Blackwell).  
Id. at 59.
William J. McCluskey, Peadar David, Michael McCord, David McIlhatton, and Martin Haran.  Ch. 14.  Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal and the Property Tax at 308 in William J. McCluskey, Gary C. Cornia, & Lawrence C. Walters, A Primer on Property Tax:  Administration and Policy (2013 Wiley-Blackwell)[hereinafter McClusksy, CAMA and the Property Tax]
Id. at 307-308.  The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAOO) defines CAMA data as a “system of appraising property, usually only certain types of real property, that incorporates computer-supported statistical analyses such as multiple regression analysis and adaptive estimation procedure to assist the appraiser in estimating value.”  See also  Fred B. Brown, "Complete" Accrual Taxation, 33 San Diego L. Rev. 1559, 1619-22 (1996).
See McClusksy, CAMA and the Property Tax, supra note 21, at  310; Leslie H. Miles, Jr., Tax Savings, Am. Bankr. Inst. J., JULY/AUGUST 1996, at 22, 22 (1996).  
Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice, U-3 (2014-15).
Id at 307-08.




Parcel Level Methodology
Screening Factors:

• Land Use
• Limited to Agricultural and Residential designations

• Most Recent Sales Date
• More than 50 years old

• Owner Name
• Removed government, institutional, and commercial entities

Contributing Factors
• Et al., estate, or C/O in the name or address
• Out of state mailing address
• Multiple dwellings per parcel
• Mobile homes

















Results:
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