


The Rise of the Consumer City

Photo by Dietmar Rabich
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Note: For MSAs with populations greater than 250,000 in 2010.

Change in FHFA, 1996-2012
by Quintile of Population Density, 2010



Geography of not working: Prime men 2015







Share with BA or more

 Total Death Rate COVID-19  Fitted values
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What is going to happen to offices?



Technology and the City

Photo by Bernard Gagnon



Centripetal Technologies: Transportation and 
Manufacturing in Chicago and Atlanta



The Age of Centrifugal Cars (and Radios and TVs)



The Decline of the Costs of Moving Goods
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Will the last person to leave Seattle please 
turn out the lights?

Photo by Postdil Image by M2545



0
.05

.1
.15

Av
era

ge
 P

op
ula

tio
n G

ro
wt

h b
y C

ou
nty

, 2
00

0-
20

10

1 2 3 4 5

Average Population Growth by Share with BA in 2000
(Quintiles)



The rise of urban knowledge industries

Image by Runner1928



Share of Adults with B.A.s 2000

 Per Capita GDP 2010  .
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Could Zoom Mean More Competition for 
Global Talent rather than an End to Offices?

Image by perzon seo 



The Dynamic Consequences of Working 
Remotely: Emmanuel and Harrington (2021)



Measuring Urban Winners and Losers

• Earnings and employment data from the Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages goes to Third Quarter 2021

• Repeat home sales data from the Federal Housing Finance Agency 
(FHFA) from December 2021.   

• Permit data from the Census of Construction covers the entire year 
2021.  

• Strategy is always to take percent changes over two year period.
• For the nominal variables (prices and earnings) we correct for 

inflation (CPI)– 7% from Q3 2019 to Q3 2021.     
• The data are interesting on their own, but we also produce an index.



January Temperature

 Employment Change 2019-23  .
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January Temperature

 Change in Wage 2019-23  .
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Share with Prof. Deg.

 Change in Home Prices 2019-23  .
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Beyond Housing: Safe Streets and Fast 
Commutes in the Battle for Talent



Empowering Urban Entrepreneurs
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Smallest firms are in Quintile 1

MSA Employment Growth (1977-2010)
by Average Firm Size (1977) Quintiles

Economic Growth and Firm Size

Image by Jamie



Public Safety is Not Optional – which means 
investing in the police, not defunding them. 

Photo by Ochlo



Incentives and Infrastructure: Singapore



Data: Raw Uber Smartphone Vertical Acc Data

• Accelerometer data from smartphones of active 
Uber drivers during Uber trips (∼ 5Hz)

• Uber proprietary algorithm to re-align axes: vertical 
acceleration – measures bumpiness of the trip

• Map-matched to road segments covering roughly a 
block

• Based on Open Street Map (OSM) road segments

• Data periods: 
• entire US (August 2021)
• Chicago (April 2018 and March-August 2021)









Cities are resilient! (Milan 1943 and 2014)

Photo by Jose Luis
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