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Summary and Findings: The Partnership for Sustainable Communities (PSC),  founded in 2009, works to coordinate 
federal housing, transportation, water, and other infrastructure investments to make neighborhoods more prosperous, 
allow people to live closer to jobs, save households time and money, and reduce pollution. A central objective of the 
effort is to help communities balance various goals and determine the most effective and efficient use of their resources 
in accomplishing them. Performance measurement is a prerequisite for this process. Numerous projects and initiatives 
have attempted to provide metrics to measure sustainable practices and outcomes, but to date they have not been 
synthesized in a coherent, accessible way. The objective of the PSC‐PennIUR collaboration is to create a Sustainable 
Communities Indicator Catalog (SCIC) and an accompanying guidebook. Together, they will detail a wide range of 
performance metrics that can be used to evaluate progress toward sustainable community objectives. The SCIC will be 
designed to be available as an online web tool located on SustainableCommunities.gov. The SCIC project builds upon 
several well‐documented efforts by DOT, HUD, and EPA to catalog, evaluate, and field‐test indicators associated with 
livability and sustainable community planning. Instead of developing new indicators, the PennIUR team is collecting, 
organizing, and augmenting existing measures for integration into a highly interactive web tool. 

Implications for Policy and Practice: In crafting a flexible set of indicators to be employed by different urban areas 
and in different contexts,  the catalog will enable communities  to benchmark and measure progress easily. By 
presenting a wide range of indicators along with instructions for their use, the catalog may also suggest new approaches 
to sustainable development. 
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